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What do you think 
about when you hear 
the word “arts”? 

Arts are for the Elites 

Arts are for Urban Areas 

Arts do not exist in rural areas 

@americans4arts 

AmericansForTheArts.org 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


     

@americans4arts 

Reality of What the Arts Does 

AmericansForTheArts.org 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


   

 

   

   

   

  

 

   

  

@americans4arts 

The Creative Economy Ecosystem 
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AmericansForTheArts.org 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


    Arts = $1.2 Trillion Industry 

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


     

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

OKI Arts & Cultural Production 2023 

www.nasaa-arts.org/nasaa_research/Creative-Economy-State-Profiles/ 



   

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

Arts = Economic Development 



     Stakeholders Must Care About Your Topic 

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


  
  

  
  

 

 

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

Creative Economy Topics 
Civic engagement Community development 

Community history, 
tradition, and cohesion 

Community dialogue 

Community livability 

Religion/Faith 

Diversity, access, equity and 
inclusion 

Public safety 

Prisons and rehabilitation 

At-risk youth 

In-school Education 

Out-of-school Education 

Lifelong Education 

Political activation 
Immigration 

Cultural Diplomacy Tourism 

Innovation and technology 

Planning 

Transportation and 
infrastructure 

Environment and 
sustainability 

Housing 

Agriculture & Food 

Business 

Economy 

Creative workforce 

Artists 

Health and wellness 
Aging 

Military www.AmericansfortheArts.org/SocialImpact 



 

       
       

          
          

         

Community Development 

Arts Based Community Development (creative placemaking) seeks 
more healthier, more vibrant, and more equitable places. 

Research shows that communities with a vibrant cultural scene are 
more desirable to live in, have greater economic stability and 
attract a more diverse and educated work force. 

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


 

        
       

   

         
      

      

Community Development 

When a community struggles with social concerns, arts 
projects can foster cooperative dialogue and bring 
about solutions and change. 

The arts drive an increased tax base, stronger social 
networks, and community cohesion, reduced health 
risks, higher empathy, and more community pride. 

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


 

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

Community Development 



 

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

Community Development 



AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts



  

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

Providence, RI’s WaterFire 



   

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

Paducah, KY’s Lower Town 



   

          
         

    

           
        

      

Paducah, KY’s Lower Town 

Paducah is a city of 26,000 with an average household 
income of $42,000 located in Southwest Kentucky. 
Two-hour drive North from Nashville. 

Problem: Lower Town, an area of the city, was overrun 
with blighted homes and properties causing people to 
move out and property taxes to decrease. 

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


   

         
          
           

       

       

          
        

   

Paducah, KY’s Lower Town 

Worked with Solution: Artist Relocation Program. 
banks and the city to provide low interest loans to 
artists to buy (not rent) and remodel homes to turn into 
galleries/homes and live for at least 5 years. 

Highly successful and now on its third iteration. 

Now Lower Town is a highly sought after area of 
Paducah to live, work and play generating substantial 
tax revenue. 

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


   

eArts.org @ameAmericansForTh ricans4arts 

Paducah, KY’s Lower Town 



   
              

    
       

      
       

       
   

     
     

 
     

  

 
 

    
    

Revitalization Starts at the Top 

Boosting Your Local Economy 
Rebirth, Renew, Revitalize: The Arts are Key Economic Engines to get your economy moving! 

If your elected leaders doesn’t get it, 
show them a thriving community and 
have them meet with the leaders that 
understands fully the power of the Arts Civic Pride and Economic Development. 

• Community Buy-In -United States Conference of Mayors’ 
Tourism, Arts, Parks, Entertainment and • Volunteerism 
Sports Committee 

-National Association of Counties’ Arts 
and Culture Commission 

AmericansForTheArts.org @americans4arts 

• Events: INCLUDE ARTMusic, Theatre, 
Visual Arts, Poetry, Photography, Dance……. 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


     
  

       

ricansForTheArts.org @americans4artsAme 

“It’s All Here Under the Lampposts!” 
-- Mayor Eugene Foulcard 

Rebranding Civic Pride, One Campaign at a Time 



   

        
  

Your image here

The Arts and Business 

2/10 Top Skills for the Next 
Generation of Employees: 

Creativity 

Innovation 

@americans4arts 

AmericansForTheArts.org 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


@americans4arts AmericansForTheArts.org 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


@americans4arts AmericansForTheArts.org 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org


  
    

 

Jay H. Dick 
Sr. Director of Advocacy 

& Partnerships 
jay@artsusa.org 

@JayAFTA 

@americans4arts 

AmericansForTheArts.org 

https://AmericansForTheArts.org
mailto:jay@artsusa.org


     
     

     
       
     

Regional Perspectives of the Arts 
contributing to Community and Economic 

Development 

Margaret O’Gorman Tom West, AICP Stephanie Collins Liz Hayden 
Blue Ash City of Covington Westwood Works City of Hamilton 
Parks & Recreation Economic Development Community & Economic 

Development 



   Arts at Summit Park 



   Arts at Summit Park 



  Nature Park Performances 



  Other Arts Experiences 



 

    Covington’s Long History with Art 

Unapologetically, Covington 33 



 

     Covington’s Recent History with Art 

Unapologetically, Covington 34 



 

   Covington’s Current Art Focus 

Unapologetically, Covington 35 



 

   Covington’s Current Art Focus 

Unapologetically, Covington 36 



 

  

Una olo eticall Covin ton

Building Our Rep 

p g y, g 37 



 westwood works 



 PUBLIC ART 





    
  

WESTWOOD ART SHOW & 
WESTWOOD SECOND SATURDAYS 



MUSIC 



DEVELOPMENT 



















     
     

     
       
     

Regional Perspectives of the Arts 
contributing to Community and Economic 

Development 

Margaret O’Gorman Tom West, AICP Stephanie Collins Liz Hayden 
Blue Ash City of Covington Westwood Works City of Hamilton 
Parks & Recreation Economic Development Community & Economic 

Development 



  
 

  

OKI and Water 
David Rutter 
drutter@oki.org 

June 10, 2025 

mailto:drutter@oki.org


 
            

      
          

 

About OKI 
OKI is a service agency and a forum for local governments and 
communities to share transportation, environmental, economic 
and other challenges for which causes and solutions cross political 
boundaries. 



  
 

     
  

   
      

      

       
     

  

OKI Areawide Overview 
• Federally mandated 
• Original plan adopted in 1977 

updated in 2011 
• Only applies in Ohio 
• Funding mix of State and federal 

dollars 
• Primary focus is on waste water 

planning 
• Permits To Install (PTI) can only be 

issued for projects consistent with 
the 208 plan 



  Facility Planning Areas 
(FPAs) 



    New OKI 208 Consistency Tool 

https://apps.oki.org/fpa/ 

https://apps.oki.org/fpa


  Water Resources Viewer 

https://www.oki.org/data-maps/view-data-
maps/water-resources-viewer/ 



   Southwest Ohio Water Study



   
  

Next Regional Planning Forum 
October 14, 2025 

www.rpf.oki.org/ 

www.rpf.oki.org
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